Since 1926, St. Anthony Chapel,
to be re-created on church grounds.
located on the grounds of St. Mary’s
Built by Julius Gonsalves & Son, the new
Parish in Norwich, has been attracting
chapel was dedicated in 2006.
those with a devotion to a Portuguese
Today, the replica incorporates the
priest and saint, St. Anthony of Padua.
original door, vestibule, windows and
First it was family and neighbors,
altar. All of the contents are original,
then members of the Cape Verdean
with the exception of a new statue of
community from as far away as Boston
St. Anthony that was painted by Conand Providence. Today, they still come
necticut iconographer Marek Czarnecki.
to reflect on the saint, on the contriA few of the original contents include
butions of their community and on
an image of Jesus painted on tin, a crucithe devout Cape Verdean immigrant
fix Delgado affixed to a repainted barber
who dreamed of this chapel.
pole, tiny Stations of the Cross, Bibles in
That pious man was Joseph C.
Portuguese and statues of St. Martin de
Delgado, born in Cape Verde, an arPorres, St. Teresa of Ávila and St. Anne.
chipelago of islands off the coast of
In addition to being a place to pray
West Africa, in a country that was
once again, the chapel is the site of joyful
ruled by Portugal at the time. Delgacelebrations for the feast of St. Anthony
Roberta J. Vincent, the granddaughter of Joseph C. Delgado,
who built the original St. Anthony Chapel in Norwich, displays
do longed to become a priest, but his
that have been going on annually in June
his
Bible
in
Portuguese
and
a
new
statue
of
St.
Anthony,
family couldn’t afford to send him to
since 2007. Last year, in response to the
painted by Connecticut iconographer Marek Czarnecki.
seminary.
pandemic, the Mass and statue were
Instead, he immigrated to the Unittaken outside.
ed States in 1908, initially landing in Providence, R.I. He eventually
“Normally, we put the statue with lilies in the sanctuary of the
became a barber, married and raised six children, moving into
church, and 120 3-inch loaves of bread are blessed by Father Bob
a home on Talman Street in Norwich.
Washabaugh,” Vincent says. “We process out with the statue and
“Outside of his family home, he had a daydream and he built
bread to the chapel, and say prayers.”
a chapel according to the dream,” Vincent says. “His children
The lilies are a symbol of St. Anthony’s purity. The bread repthought it was a dollhouse.”
resents his care for the poor.
Delgado built the chapel in his backyard “through patience,
In non-COVID times, choir members from St. Patrick’s Church
persistence and perseverance” because “he loved St. Anthony,”
in Roxbury, Mass., which has a significant Cape Verdean comshe says. The chapel was even blessed by priests from St. Mary’s
munity, drive from Boston to perform. “They love St. Anthony,”
Parish on July 4, 1926. In those days, the chapel had a stove to
Vincent says. The blessed breads are handed out, and everyone
heat it in winter, Vincent adds, and the doors were left unlocked
celebrates after Mass with Cape Verdean dishes in the church
so anyone could stop in to pray.
hall. This year’s celebration is set for June 12, at the 4 p.m. Vigil
After Delgado died, the property changed hands and was
Mass at St. Mary’s Parish.
eventually foreclosed and resold. Before the family could secure a
place to relocate the chapel, new owners in 2004 decided to raze
it. Richard Sharp, an architect in Norwich who got the chapel
A 2006 replica of the original St.
listed on the State Register of Historic Places, sent his team to
Anthony Chapel, flying the Cape
Verdean flag, sits on the grounds
get exact measurements. “The morning it was razed, we took out
of
St. Mar y's Parish in Norwich.
the altar and everything we could,” Vincent recalls.
The city of Norwich stored the altar and all the sacred objects
while Vincent, following in her grandfather’s footsteps, created
a nonprofit to raise funds to build a new chapel. The pastor at St.
Mary’s Parish generously allowed a replica of St. Anthony Chapel

TOURS OF THE CHAPEL
St. Anthony Chapel, 70 Central Ave., Norwich, is open for tours
by appointment only. For more information or to tour the chapel,
call Roberta J. Vincent, 860.705.3176.
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EDITOR’S NOTE:
The Catholic Transcript
is highlighting some of
the organizations and
archdiocesan ministries
that receive funding
from the Archbishop’s
Annual Appeal. Below,
we feature the Little
Sisters of the Poor in
Enfield who have been
caring for the elderly at
St. Joseph’s Residence
for nearly 50 years.

Serving the Elderly

Sister Michael Manansala,
originally from Malaysia,
is pictured here with some
of the third-floor residents
that she cares for.

Little Sisters of the Poor care for people in
their final years until God calls them home.

residents are here until they die,” Sister Frances says. “And it’s
very important to the Little Sisters that when the residents are
dying, we stay with them and take turns at night. We don’t leave
them alone.”

Story by SHELLEY WOLF | Photos by AARON JOSEPH

NATURAL DEATH
At St. Joseph’s Residence, nine active sisters and staff care for
85 residents, including two sisters, in a God-like and loving way.
In this continuum of care facility, two floors are dedicated to
assisted living and a third for skilled nursing.
Many residents, who must be at least 65 and low-income,
typically arrive at St. Joseph’s Residence when they are in their
80s and need help with the tasks of daily living.
“Essentially, we like to receive them when they’re well enough
to make the choice,” Mother Genevieve says, “and then we really
know them when they become frail and ill, and we know their
families. We’re able to give more complete care that way. Our
goal is to care for them until God calls them home.”
During each resident’s final days, the sisters accompany them
on that journey home.
“We watch the dying around the clock. We don’t want them to
be left alone,” Mother Genevieve stresses. “Once in a while, we
use hospice to help, but in general we don’t need it because we
know them well and it’s usually a gradual process.”
Accompaniment of the dying involves unceasing prayer offered
by the sisters. Nursing staff provide palliative and personal care.
“We do invite families to help us. It’s a very precious time,”

“C

are of the elderly is the only thing we do, and
we do it all over the world,” says Mother Genevieve Nugent, who leads the congregation of
the Little Sisters of the Poor in Enfield.

“Our mission is to take care of low-income elderly and

surround them with love,” adds Sister Frances MacKay, development director for the Little Sisters of the Poor.

Sister Frances Elisabeth
MacKay is the development director.

The Little Sisters of the Poor have been
caring for the elderly at St. Joseph’s Residence in Enfield since 1972, and many years
prior to that in New Haven. Their mission
goes back to their foundress, St. Jeanne
Jugan, who took in the elderly poor in revolutionary France. Today, the sisters welcome the elderly as they would Jesus himself,
serving seniors with love and respect.
“We have a lifestyle of hospitality, so our
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1992 to 1994, the vicar in New Haven from 1994
to 1995 and then in Stamford from 1995 to
1996. In 1996, he went to Manchester. From
2003 to 2008, he was pastor of Holy Name in
Stamford. From 2008 to 2009, he was the vicar
at St. Stanislaus Kostka in Brooklyn.
Deacon Edward J.
Pantalena Sr. died on
March 29, 2021, at home.
He was born on Aug. 7,
1927, in New Haven. At
Fordham University, he
was a member of the Kappa Iota Pi fraternity and
left Fordham to serve as a private first class in
World War II. He was deacon for more than 30
years, serving at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church in Hamden, the Church of the Epiphany
in Cheshire and Most Holy Trinity Church in Wallingford. He participated in the Knights of Columbus in Hamden and volunteered with many other
local organizations. His earlier entrepreneurial
endeavors included owning Ed's Kiddy Korner,
a children's clothing store, and Ed's Place restaurant. He also held positions at Quinnipiac University and Nestlé Corp. until his retirement.

CATHOLIC BIBLICAL
SCHOOL ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS
The archdiocesan Catholic Biblical
School guides adults to engage
sacred Scripture and encounter
God's love more fully. New students
can apply before Sept. 1 for fall
enrollment. Full information and online
application instructions are available
at catholicedaohct.org (click on
Catholic Biblical School in the main
menu). For more information, call
860.242.5573 ext. 2679 or send an
email to catholic.biblical.school@
aohct.org.
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CULTURE OF LIFE
Marge Golas, now 89, lives in assisted living at St. Joseph’s Residence.
Prior to the coronavirus pandemic, Little Sisters of the Poor, along with residents and friends, gather in the chapel
As the former recreation director,
of St. Joseph’s Residence to celebrate the golden jubilee of one of the Little Sisters.
she knew she wanted to reside here
in her later years. On a waiting list
for three years, she was contacted about an opening around the
“I MUST ADMIT THAT SO MANY OF THEM ARE AN
time her husband, Joseph, fell ill. They both relocated to the
EXAMPLE OF FAITH FOR ME. JUST TO SEE THEM
residence in December 2016.
FACING THE REALIT Y OF THEIR OLDER DAYS,
“He was on the second floor in the infirmary and I was on the
third floor, but I got to see him every day. That’s what was nice.
AND FACING DEATH AND FACING IT WITH SUCH
I didn’t have to drive anywhere,” Golas says. Within two months,
FAITH. THEY’RE AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO ME.”
Joseph passed away but he was never alone, accompanied in death
— Father Robert J. Rousseau, chaplain
by his wife, two adult children and the sisters.
Now Golas is doubly glad she’s living at St. Joseph’s Residence.
In this nurturing environment, she’s never lonely. The Little
kept busy and engaged. No one is left sitting alone in a hallway.
Sisters have created a culture of life for the elderly, recognizing
“There’s a dignity here for the residents.”
that all life is a precious gift from God.
That culture of loving care begins with the sisters, is lived out
“I never minded coming here to work because everyone is so
by the staff and shared by the residents. “It’s like being with a big
happy,” Golas says. The residents are well cared for, she notes, and
family. We all get along and we all care for each other. We have
our meals together and you really get close to everyone,” she adds.
There are many opportunities to gather together socially — for
hallway bingo, treats and movies. Mass is available daily in the
chapel. Earlier in the pandemic, only the sisters were permitted
in. Now that the seniors have been fully vaccinated, Sister Frances
says, “They’re happy they can go to the chapel.”
“We’ve never been without the sacraments, even during the
pandemic,” Mother Genevieve says. Father Robert J. Rousseau,
who lives nearby, serves as the chaplain. In addition to celebrating
Mass, “he has a line for confession every Saturday. And we’ve
had a Holy Hour during the pandemic to protect us. He helps
us with the care of the dying and the family.”
Father Rousseau also visits the residents. “I enjoy being with
the people. And it’s a blessing to have Mass every day,” he says. “I
must admit that so many of them are an example of faith for me.
Just
to see them facing the reality of their older days, and facing
Pictured here is St. Joseph Residence, located in Enfield. The small structure to
death and facing it with such faith. They’re an encouragement
the right is the chapel, where many of the residents participate in daily Mass and
private prayer to our Lord, who is always present in the Holy Eucharist.
to me.”

Father Stanislaw
Staniszewski died on
March 27, 2021, in Florida. He was born on Oct.
26, 1937, in Abramy, Poland, the son of Jan
Staniszewski and Helena
Łukasiewicz. He entered
the Congregation of the Mission on Oct. 7, 1956
and pronounced first vows on June 28, 1962. He
was ordained priest on June 23, 1963, by Bishop
Karol Wojtyla who later became Pope John Paul
II. He had three assignments in Poland but then
came to the United States in 1969. His first assignment in the United States was Whitestone
from 1969 to 1970. He was the vicar in Derby
from 1970 to 1972. Then he went to the Mission
band in Whitestone from 1972 to 1973. From
1973 to 1976, he was the vicar in Brooklyn, N.Y.
He taught in Erie, Pa., from 1973 until 1976. Then
it was back to the Mission band in Whitestone
from 1977 to 1978. He was again vicar in Derby
from 1978 to 1981. He was the superior of the
Mission band in Utica from 1982 to 1988, the
superior in Brooklyn from 1988 to 1991 and then
pastor at St. Stanislaus Kostka in Brooklyn from
1988 to 1992. He was the vicar in Ansonia from
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Mother Genevieve says. “Families
sit around and they hold the hands
of the person who is sick, and they
remember the wonderful memories
and the things that they loved. We
love sharing that time with them.”
Residents and staff are invited to
pray with the resident. “When a resident is dying, some places avoid that
room. But here, that room becomes
the center of the house,” Mother
Genevieve explains. “It really is a
beautiful and consoling time.”
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